A PROPITIOUS DISSENSION

**That is beyond the province of the saying,"replied
Ming-shu. " Nor is it known to my remembrance."

" Then out of your own mouth a fitting test is set,
which if Kai Lung can agreeably perform will at
once demonstrate a secret and a guilty confederacy
between you both, Proceed, 0 story-teller, to in-
criminate Ming-shu together with yourself!"

"I proceed, High Excellence, but chiefly to the
glorification of your all-discerning mind," replied
Kai Lung.

THE STORY OF YUEN YAN, OF THE BARBER
CHOU-HU, AND OF HIS WIFE TSAE-CHE

"Do not despair; even Yuen Yan once cast a
missile at the Tablets," is a proverb of encourage-
ment well worn throughout the Empire; but.
although it is daily on the lips of some it is
doubtful if a single person could give an intelli-
gent account of the Yuen Yan in question beyond
repeating the outside facts that he was of a
humane and consistent disposition and during the
greater part of his life possessed every desirable
attribute of wealth, family and virtuous esteem.
If more closely questioned with reference to the
specific incident alluded to, these persons would
not hesitate to assert that the proverb was not to
be understood in so superficial a sense, protesting,
with much indignation, that Yuen Yan was of too
courteous and lofty a nature to be guilty of so
unseemly an action, and contemptuously inquir-
ing what possible reason one who enjoyed every
advantage in this world and every prospect of
an unruffled felicity in The Beyond could have
for behaving in so outrageous a manner, This
explanation by no means satisfied the one who
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